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seeking the Shadowy Vale: "So they came to the Yew-wood, and the brethren fell to work and the Bride with them, for she was deft with the axe and strong withal. But at midday they rested on the green slope without the Yew-wood and they ate bread and flesh and onions and apples and drank red wine of the Dale. And while they were resting after their meat, the Bride sang to them and her song was a lay of time past." Perhaps it would be hard to find a more typical passage in the pages of Morris. It is an abstract of his philosophy of life: work first, because it is the most lasting of pleasures ; then rest on the green slope with a strange medley of onions and beautiful women singing old-time songs.
The " Water of the Wondrous Isles" is another typical example of the pilgrim mind of Morris, when he was journeying as he desired; it tells of the adventures of Birdalone, and of the three maidens Aurea, Viridis and Atra who loved Baudoin the Golden Knight, Hugh the Green Knight and Arthur the Black Squire respectively. Birdalone is carried in her magical boat from isle to isle: from the Isle of Increase Unsought to the Isle of the Young and Old, and thence to the Isles of the Kings, and of the Queens, to the Isle of Nothing. It is the imagery of the world of Morris's dreams; not by any means an ideal world, be it noted, for there are fierce fighting and slaying and rejected lovers and heart's tragedies: there is a wicked witch as well as a good fairy.
It is another proof of the marvellous complexity of of the world." And when he isin his dream of the future England.1
